



























































































































































































































































2. CONCEPTUAL AND ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK  











































































2.3 Urban Studies Education (USE) for Sustainable Urban Development 



































































































Table I - Enabling factors, challenges and signs of progress to date in USE for SUD 
 
Enabling factors Major challenges Signs of progress 
 
1. Integrating physical design and social 
science/policy approaches with urban 
management  
! Full integration of these dimensions is difficult to 
achieve in the short time-span of a typical programme 
! The focus on sustainability has extended the 
concerns of spatial planning education from physical 
design to social science and urban management topics, 
and most planning schools worldwide already mix 
design and policy approaches in their curricula 
2. Analytical, technical, and communication 
skills enabling SUD 
! Diverse schools rank the importance of these skills 
differently: this relates mostly to the schools’ orientation 
in terms of design and/or policy and management 
approaches 
! A diversity of educational approaches tends to favor 
context-oriented USE, rather than a 'one-world' 
universalist approach to urban planning 
Merging theory and practice 
 
Academics emphasize theory; practicing professionals 
put a stronger focus on practice 
 
! Merging theory and practice is pursued in many 
planning schools through 'project-based learning',  
including hands-on studios and workshops, field trips, 
community projects and real life problem-solving 
planning experiences  
Geographical focus on the local-global 
nexus 
Gap between traditional approaches, shaped by 
theories and practice of the 'global North' and the 
conditions of urban life on a growing number of world 
cities 
! New urban perspectives from the 'global South' are 
being taught at some schools, providing an important 
conceptual tool for a shift in planning theory and 
practice 
Participatory processes and deliberative 
approaches 
Growing number of stakeholders and diverse interests 
involved in governance and planning processes 
! On a global level, curriculum content in the areas of 
sustainable development, including participatory or 
deliberative planning and social equity is covered by the 
majority of planning schools (climate change matters 
are less prevalent) 
3. Ethical values and critical reasoning ! Emerging ethical issues related to social and 
environmental justice are a politically charged and 
contested territory 
! A new ethical relationships between people and the 
environment, inherent to the concept of sustainability, is 
already patent in the curricula of most schools 
4. Interdisciplinarity and cross-sector 
collaboration 
! Resilient disciplinary boundaries; discreet 
epistemologies, methods and discourses. 
 
! Evidence suggests that cross-sector university 
partnerships for urban sustainability are increasingly 
common worldwide and these partnerships have the 
























































3. METHODOLOGY FOR A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF 
PROGRAMS IN URBAN STUDIES  





























































































































RW3! Harvard!University!R!Graduate!School!of!Design,!USA! Urban!Panning! 2!(worldRa)!
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4. COMPARING PROGRAMS IN EU, CN, RoW 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Survey on 25 Urban Studies Programs !






  ID: University / School / Master Program  
THE RESEARCH QUESTION 
This survey is part of a study on urbanisation trends in Europe and China (URBACHINA, 
see:http://www.urbachina.eu/index.php/en/ ). The overall aim is to carry out a comparative review of a 
sample of post-graduate level curricula in urban studies in Europe (EU), China (CN) and the Rest of the 
World (RoW) in order to answer the following question: 
How are sustainable challenges to urban development being acknowledged and addressed in 
post-graduate urban studies programs across the world? 
By ‘urban studies’ we mean the various disciplines associated with the study of, and planning for, urban 
areas and their regions. The question is framed in the context of the United Nations Decade of Education 
for Sustainable Development, launched in 2005 with the explicit goal of ‘improving and reorienting 
education systems towards sustainable development' (UNESCO 2014). 
THE SAMPLE OF PROGRAMMES 
To answer the question, we have examined 25 post-graduate programs in urban studies (8 in EU; 9 in 
CN; 8 in RoW), including yours – considered among the best and innovative in their country and world 
region. Their selection was based on a survey involving members of the URBACHINA consortium and 
Scientific Committee (representing Europe and China), followed by snowball sampling involving scholars 
worldwide. The results of the survey were placed in context, using 3 World Universities Rankings: 
 
- QS World University Rankings WORLD 2014 
- Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2014-2015 
- QS World University Rankings BRICS 2014. 
 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE INQUIRY 
This inquiry is shaped on the basis of a comprehensive review of the academic literature on education in 
urban studies and education in sustainable development (see Figure below), which identified the major 











From the review of literature we defined the five dimensions of the inquiry intended to answer our 
Question ( How are sustainable challenges to urban development being acknowledged and addressed in 
post-graduate urban studies programs across the world? ): 
1. Higher Education Program's overall orientation 
2. Objectives and subject matters supporting: Sustainable Urban Development (SUD); an ethical 
perspective; and the need for interdisciplinarity 
3. SUD topics covered by Core & Elective Courses (details listed in the survey's Q.2) 
4. Educational skills that will enable future graduates to promote SUD (details listed in the survey's 
Q.3) 
5. Dominant dimensions of urban studies: design, policy, and management 
DATA COLLECTED THROUGH NETNOGRAPHY (WEB DATA COLLECTION) 
We explored these five dimensions for each of the 25 Programs, which entailed a content analysis of two 
types of data accessible from the programs' websites: (1) the general overview of the programs as 
expressed in their opening statements and descriptions; and (2) the more detailed information available 
from the breakdown of each program into individual courses and the content analysis of their syllabi (in 
some cases we had to ask the Faculty or Department for additional information). 
 
THIS SURVEY FOCUSES ON ITEMS 3 (SUD TOPICS) and 4 (SKILLS) 
In order to analyze how well these urban studies programs are integrating the dimensions of 
sustainability, we have identified how often the sustainability topics (as listed in Q.2) were mentioned 
in the courses' syllabi. We also identified which educational skills enabling SUD(as listed in Q.3) were 
emphasized in the programs' descriptions. Using simple descriptive statistics we were then able to assess 
overall medians and regional medians for these two dimensions, against which to rank individual 
programs. 
With this brief survey we are interested in your views on the priorities and focus of your program , as 
well as on our description of your program – are these consistent with the role/weight the program 
intends to give to specific sustainability themes and educational skills? 
  
Please take about 20 minutes to answer to the 8 questions below. 
We will send you the final report, including the results and comparative analysis of all 25 Programmes by 
June 2015. 




















   Please tell us whether you are [allows multiple ticks]:  
   The Master’s Programme Director/Manager/Head 
   Member of the Programme’s Scientific Board (or similar) 
   One of the scholars teaching on the Programme 
   Other, please specify: 
        
 
  








Q.1.1 During the last five years, which of the following factors has most influenced the focus and the structure 
of your Master Programme – please rank them: 
  
    Very influential   Somewhat influential   Not influential 
Scientific & Curricular 












Other (neither scientific 











   Q.1.1 Other: Please specify: (e.g. university regulations, the cost of tuition, professional associations inputs, 







   Q.1.2 In the coming years, which do you expect to be the main factors influencing the Programme’s focus and 
structure?  





















  Q.2 THE DIMENSIONS OF SUSTAINABILITY IN YOUR PROGRAMME 
 In the URBACHINA study we were interested in assessing how your program integrates the dimensions 
of sustainability in order to foster an education towards sustainable urban development (SUD). By 
SUD, we mean the range of issues including environmental justice, economic improvement and social 
equity - as reflected on urban systems (i.e., buildings, towns, cities and their infrastructures). Key 
topics that are relevant for SUD were compiled from an extensive review of the literature on the 






ENVIRONMENT & RESOURCES 
 
PLANNING & GOVERNANCE 
 
   
We have analysed the core and optional courses offered by your program in order to identify how 
often sustainability topics were being approached (grouped into the categories of society, economy, 








   Q.2.1 Are these results consistent with the role/weight the program intends to give to these four 
sustainability dimensions? 












   Q.2.2 The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, launched in 2005, has 
initiated an important movement towards embedding the notions of sustainability into education 








Are you planning to make any changes in the program in order to strengthen its sustainability 
dimension?  

































  Q.3 SKILLS ENABLING SUSTAINABILITY: 
 In this study we were also interested in assessing which educational skills capable of enabling 




TECHNICAL (specifically aimed at enabling SUD) 
 











   Q.3.1 Are these results consistent with the role/weight the program intends to give to the different 
types of educational skills? 



























  Q.4 INTERDISCIPLINARITY AND URBAN STUDIES 
 Our comprehensive review of current literature on education suggests that the ‘reorientation in 
education’ advocated by the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development entails, crucially, a 
shift towards a more interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary production of knowledge. 
Interdisciplinarity, and related ideas of ‘cross’ and ‘trans’ disciplinarity, all pertain to the idea of linking 
disciplines and perspectives for the purpose of researching complex problems and reaching a 






   Q.4.1 How important, in your view, is the promotion of interdisciplinary/transdisciplinary research skills 
in the study of urban development themes? 





   Q.4.2 Have you made changes to your Programme’s curriculum in the past 5 years, in order to 
strengthen interdisciplinarity? 



























   Q.4.3 Are you planning to make any changes in the program in order to strengthen its 
interdisciplinarity/transdisciplinarity dimension? 




































   Design-oriented (focus on planning instruments): 







   Policy-oriented (focus on social sciences' concerns and challenges) 







   Management-oriented: (focus on urban dynamics and change – e.g. strategic planning and futures 
studies) 







   Are you planning to make changes to this structure? 
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